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What we have to offer  
 

 
We have now entered what we call “ordinary time” or the Season 
after Pentecost, when the liturgical color is green. This is the growing 
season when, once again, we stop each Sunday to consider what it 
means to be both disciples, that is, followers of Christ, and also 
apostles commissioned to carry the Good News to the ends of the 
earth. The life we are called to is not easy, and often, it seems like 
Matthew’s words are uncompromising, almost strident, as he 
describes what the work of ministry and mission is like. It helps to 
remember that Matthew tells the Good News in the shadow of the 
fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple. In a time more 
harsh than many of us have ever known, we can find relief and hope 
in a version of the Gospel that makes very little effort to white-wash 
or minimize the cost of discipleship, but also assures us, as Jesus 
assured his friends at the very end of the Matthew, “remember, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” May this be a season when 
we grow strong, sure and confident in God’s love as we answer the 
call, by saying, “Here I am. Send me.”  
Today, here’s what this eService Leaflet includes:  
1. The readings from Isaiah, Romans, the Psalm and the Gospel.  
2. Links to live-streamed worship services for the Sundays after 
Pentecost. We will also include links you can turn to during the week 
for refreshment and prayer.  
3. As always, at 8 tomorrow morning we will post a short video on 
Facebook and our webpage.  
I miss and love you!  

Rosa+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Readings 

The Collect 
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call 
upon you, and grant that they may know and understand what 
things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power 
faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Old Testament 
 

Isaiah 55:10-13 
As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

and do not return there until they have watered the 
earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

For you shall go out in joy, 
and be led back in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 
shall burst into song, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

Psalm 65: 9-14 

 9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; 
you make it very plenteous; * 
the river of God is full of water. 

10 You prepare the grain, * 
for so you provide for the earth. 

11 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its 
increase. 



12 You crown the year with your goodness, * 
and your paths overflow with plenty. 

13 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 
and the hills be clothed with joy. 

14 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 
and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 
let them shout for joy and sing. 

The Epistle 
 

Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free 
from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the 
law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according 
to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 
the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind 
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 
God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the 
Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does 
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through 
his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Gospel 
 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
Jesus went out of the house 
and sat beside the sea. Such 
great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into 
a boat and sat there, while 
the whole crowd stood on 
the beach. And he told 
them many things in 



parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 
them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 
depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears 
listen!” “Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone 
hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the 
evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; 
this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on 
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, 
but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution 
arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls 
away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of 
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 



Links  
 

In this season, what we called the growing season, Jesus is tireless in 
describing what it means to be a disciple and apostle. He is unsparing 
when he describes the challenges and the costs. But through the 
parables and through his continued ministry of healing and hope to 
those around him, he inspires all of us to want to seek first the 
Kingdom of God. We include all the week’s readings in our eService 
Leaflets hoping you too will find the glimpses of God’s Kingdom 
that encourage your work of discipleship. 
 
Click here for Washington National Cathedral’s Sunday Holy 
Eucharist online, July 12, at 10:15 AM (cdt),  
 

For Rosa’s Sunday morning video, visit our Facebook page here. 
Also available on our website, here. 
 

For daily meditations from Forward Day by Day, click here. 
Or to listen to a prayer, here. 

https://www.holycomfortermgm.org/national-cathedral
https://www.facebook.com/Episcopal-Church-of-the-Holy-Comforter-267528136738/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel&eid=ARBocn7d3Ojb7ft0VywiswOVY5wAKsIf0IMSTreVl3xbYo3fM053QY96k_vd6K0lwhemu4-OSGlvyGFo
https://www.holycomfortermgm.org/
https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/
https://www.forwardmovement.org/Pages/Item/12306/Podcast.aspx


           
            
 
 
Activities 
 

Please be sure to join our Zoom gathering Sunday, July 12, at 
11:30. The link to our gathering is: 
 
Rosa Lindahl is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84762612605?pwd=ZXBEYXZDY2Z
VMHhaL1piMmhvVnZIdz09 

 Meeting ID: 847 6261 2605 

 Password: 846329 
 
 You can also call in to join the gathering by dialing  
1 312 626 6799 and providing the above meeting ID and Password. 
 
 
 

                     

https://shoutout.wix.com/so/a3NAVd-kQ/c?w=9wmkW4VVmryv-FcU20ZKAtosm5ygzdFiIzzwQ2yQno8.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly91czAyd2ViLnpvb20udXMvai84NDc2MjYxMjYwNT9wd2Q9WlhCRVlYWkRZMlpWTUhoYUwxcGlNbWh2Vm5aSWR6MDkiLCJyIjoiOWRhMmFjM2MtODEyOC00ZWU3LTdhYzQtNmJiZDE5ZTc4MDQ4IiwibSI6Im1haWwiLCJjIjoiMDAwMDAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwIn0
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/a3NAVd-kQ/c?w=9wmkW4VVmryv-FcU20ZKAtosm5ygzdFiIzzwQ2yQno8.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly91czAyd2ViLnpvb20udXMvai84NDc2MjYxMjYwNT9wd2Q9WlhCRVlYWkRZMlpWTUhoYUwxcGlNbWh2Vm5aSWR6MDkiLCJyIjoiOWRhMmFjM2MtODEyOC00ZWU3LTdhYzQtNmJiZDE5ZTc4MDQ4IiwibSI6Im1haWwiLCJjIjoiMDAwMDAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwIn0

