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          “Church of the Holy Comforter: Welcoming all in the name of Christ, serving our neighbors, 
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Prelude                                 “Fairest Lord Jesus”                                              Robert Vandall 
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Gloria (all invited to sing with Randy)     Robert Powell 
 

                           Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your 

grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through  

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn (see last page)            “Jesu, Jesu”                Chereponi 

 

Priest   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

The Gospel 
 

Matthew 21:23-32 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 

teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus 

said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what 

authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And 

they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 

him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So 

they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I 

am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 

today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second 

and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his 

father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 

are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and 

you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, 

you did not change your minds and believe him. 

Priest    The Gospel of the Lord 

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 

Reflection                         The Rev. Rosa Lindahl 



 

Affirmation of Faith (said in unison) 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People (responses said in unison) 

In this time of pandemic, economic hardship and racial strife, we pray for strength to follow Jesus. Savior, we 

hear your call. 

Help us to follow. 
 

Jesus said: ‘Whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant.’ 

Savior, we hear your call. 

Help us to follow. 
 

Jesus said: ‘Unless you change and become humble like little children, 

you can never enter the kingdom of heaven.’ Savior, we hear your call. 

Help us to follow. 
 

Jesus said: ‘Happy are the humble; they will receive what God has promised.’ 

Savior, we hear your call.  

Help us to follow. 
 

Jesus said: ‘Be merciful as your Father is merciful; love your enemies and do good to them.’ Savior, we hear 

your call. 

Help us to follow. 
 

Jesus said: ‘Love one another, as I love you; there is no greater love than this, to lay down your life for your 

friends.’ Savior, we hear your call. 

Help us to follow. 
 

Jesus said: ‘Go to people everywhere and make them my disciples, and I will be with you always, to the end of 

time.’ Savior, we hear your call.  

Help us to follow. 
 

I invite those gathered at this time to add your own intercessions [silence]. God of mercy, you know us, you 

love us and you hear our prayer. I invite you to join me in the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
  

Confession and Absolution  
 

Now, let us confess our sins: (Priest and people) 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied 

your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves 

us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our 

Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen 

The Priest concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 

Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 

all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
  

 

The Blessing 
  



The Celebrant says to the people 
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

            People And also with you. 
  

The ministers and people may greet one another in the name of the Lord by honking their car horn. Our 

neighbors will probably appreciate if our enthusiasm greeting each other in this fashion is tempered by our 

commitment to be good neighbors. ☺  
 

Dismissal 

 

Postlude       “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”  Robert Vandall 
  
  

 


